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A reminder of some of what we already know 
about arrangements around 
A Curriculum for Excellence (CfE) 
and assessment
as at end September 2010

From S1 to S3, pupils will experience a wide range of subjects across eight curriculum areas – expressive arts; languages and literacy; health and wellbeing; mathematics and numeracy; religious and moral education; sciences; social sciences; and technologies.

There will be scope for choices including increasing specialisation during S1 – S3. Learners and teachers, in partnership with parents, decide if and when learners should begin to specialise in a subject during S1 – S3. 

Timetabling options: subjects don’t have to follow the same pattern. Timetables could include short courses, integrated projects or concentrated, shorter periods of learning in specific subjects.
Children will study and be assessed for qualifications from S4 onwards. The subject options are determined by the school. Young people could study up to eight qualifications from S4. The precise number and range of qualifications offered, as well as when they are undertaken, will be a decision for schools [and Local Authorities] to take, in consultation with parents and learners.

From S4 the most able learners could bypass Nationals and begin Highers over 1 or 2 years. 

Calendar/timeline:

2010 – 2012
Development of new qualifications

2012 – Publication of revised qualifications at SCQF levels 1 – 3 and 6 (Access and  Higher)
2012 – Publication of new qualifications at SCQF levels 4 and 5 (National 4 and 5)

2012 – 2013
Last Standard Grades

2013 – 2014
First new and revised qualifications at Access and National 4 and 5; possible “dual run” with existing Access and Intermediate examinations
2014 – 2015
First revised Higher qualifications; possible “dual run” with existing Access, Intermediates and Highers
2015 – 2016
First revised Advanced Higher qualifications

National 4 replaces Standard Grade General and Intermediate 1. It will be assessed by teachers. It is likely that courses will be internally assessed (i.e. by teachers) but externally verified (by SQA).
National 5 replaces Standard Grade Credit and Intermediate 2. It will involve a final external assessment – usually an exam – plus other types of assessment like coursework or performance.

Access 3 replaces Standard Grade Foundation.

Access, Higher and Advanced Higher qualifications all remain and will be “refreshed”.

All new and updated qualifications have Scottish Credit and Qualifications Framework accreditation, as follows:

Advanced Higher: SCQF Level 7

Higher: SCQF Level 6

National 4 and 5: SCQF Levels 4 and 5

Access 1 – 3: SCQF Levels 1 – 3

Teachers will teach their specialist subjects as before. CfE encourages “interdisciplinary working”, including making connections between subjects as in real life, for example geography and languages. There is a stronger focus on literacy and numeracy and every teacher will be expected to support pupils with these skills, just as they’ll be expected to support learners’ health and wellbeing.
Teachers are expected to use a range of approaches and to help children so that they can learn to work in different ways, including in groups. Active learning doesn’t mean running around, being outdoors or school trips. It means encouraging young people to think, question, research and work together rather than being fed information.

Assessment and Reporting

Teachers carry out ongoing assessment to see what children know, understand and are able to do. They assess in a number of ways – watching pupils carry out tasks such as practical investigations; performances, presentations and discussions; learners’ assessment of their own work and comparisons with others’; written responses like tests; and evaluation of a final product, e.g. a piece of artwork, report or a project.

Schools are already skilled at describing how children are progressing and they will continue to monitor and report on each child’s performance – from marks and comments in jotters to end of term reports and parents’ evening discussions. Individual schools can provide information on how they will report on progress.

Reporting can already take the form of written reports, children presenting their learning to parents, parents’ evenings and on-going discussions. This will continue and parents will receive at least annual reports on their children’s progress. Reports will provide clear, positive and constructive feedback about children’s learning and their progress against national standards and expectations. At present there are no set formats for written reports.

As before, teachers are responsible for their teaching. Head Teachers are responsible for teaching standards and performance and should seek the views of pupils and their parents. HMIE – Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Education – are responsible for overall monitoring and reporting.

[Above information drawn from Curriculum for Excellence factfiles: Background and benefits; the Secondary experience; Assessment + Qualifications – published Autumn 2010 by HMIe, SQA, LTS and the Scottish Government; and from a SCIS Governing Board discussion paper, September 2010]
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